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BACKGROUND

LONDON,  8  September  2020  – The  role  of  multilateral  cooperation  in  the

Covid-19  context  was  discussed  by  the  speakers  of  the  webinar  themed  “Post-

Covid  multilateral  cooperation  – a  chance  to  achieve  a  nuclear-weapons-free

world?” .  

The  online  event  was  co-hosted  by  the  Embassy  of  Kazakhstan  in  the  UK  and

SCRAP  Weapons  at  the  Centre  for  International  Studies  and  Diplomacy  (CISD)

of  the  SOAS  University  of  London  to  mark  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  United

Nations  and  the  International  day  Against  Nuclear  Tests.

The  event  took  place  in  a  hybrid  format:  moderators  of  the  webinar  –

Ambassador  of  Kazakhstan  to  the  UK  Erlan  Idrissov  and  the  Director  of  CISD,

SOAS  University  of  London  Dr  Dan  Plesch  – joined  the  discussion  from  the

Embassy  of  Kazakhstan  in  the  UK,  while  the  distinguished  speakers  from

around  the  world  participated  online.

The  Covid-19  pandemic  has  become  a  test  not  only  for  the  political  systems  in

various  countries,  but  also  for  the  multilateral  system.  However,  global  issues

such  as  nuclear  non-proliferation  and  disarmament  remain  on  the  international

agenda.
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Deputy  Foreign  Minister  of  Kazakhstan  Yerzhan  Ashikbayev  set

the  discussion  tone  for  the  event.  In  his  welcoming  speech,  he

noted  that  by  voluntarily  renouncing  the  world ’s  fourth  largest

nuclear  arsenal  and  closing  the  Semipalatinsk  nuclear  test  site,

Kazakhstan  showed  the  world  an  example  of  a  responsible  and

decisive  approach  to  preserving  global  peace  and  security.

He  also  marked  the  changes  in  global  cooperation  due  to

Covid-19  and  the  increasing  importance  of  collective  efforts  to

develop  cooperation  for  nuclear  disarmament.

“The  situation  in  the  f ield  of  disarmament  is  indeed  critical.

Unfortunately,  the  gap  between  the  nuclear  and  non-nuclear

communities  is  becoming  increasingly  wider.  We  should

definitely  bring  political  trust  and  a  systemic  dialogue  back  to

the  international  affairs.  In  this  regard,  all  nuclear  powers  bear

the  highest  responsibil ity  to  save  the  humanity  from  a  nuclear

catastrophe ,” Mr  Ashikbayev  stressed.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF PANNELIST STATEMENTS

YERZHAN ASHIKBAYEV,
DEPUTY MINISTER,

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN
AFFAIRS OF

KAZAKHSTAN

Lassina  Zerbo,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Comprehensive

Nuclear-Test-Ban  Treaty  Organization  and  one  of  the  key

actors  in  the  international  non-proliferation  arena,  was  the

main  guest  of  the  webinar.  He  emphasised  Kazakhstan  has  the

strongest  and  the  most  persistent  track  record  of  advocating

for  an  end  to  nuclear  tests.

“Even  amidst  a  global  pandemic,  unprecedented  in  the  modern

age,  the  fact  that  we  continue  to  mark  the  International  Day

against  Nuclear  Tests  provides  us  with  a  stark  reminder  that  this

issue  is  not  resolved ,” he  said,  expressing  hope  that  the

pandemic  would  become  a  watershed  moment  for

multi lateralism  in  the  international  arena.
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Lord  David  Hannay,  member  of  the  House  of  Lords  of  the

British  Parliament  and  Co-Chair  of  the  All-Party  Parliamentary

Group  on  Global  Security  and  Non-Proliferation,  stressed  that

the  f irst  step  towards  complete  nuclear  disarmament  would  be

to  engage  in  a  serious  dialogue  on  strategic  stability  and

nuclear  risk  reduction  between  the  P5.

Aidan  Liddle,  Ambassador  and  Permanent  Representative  of

the  United  Kingdom  to  the  Conference  on  Disarmament  in

Geneva,  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  British  Government.  He  noted

the  need  for  joint  efforts  to  overcome  global  challenges  and

stressed  the  importance  of  scientif ic  expertise  in  this  sphere.
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Kate  Hudson,  General  Secretary  of  the  Campaign  for  Nuclear

Disarmament,  noted  the  global  community  can  and  should

make  more  effort  to  achieve  complete  disarmament,  and  that

the  UN  Secretary-General ’s  initiative  to  call  for  a  global

ceasefire  was  an  important  reference  point  for  the  future  work

of  international  leaders.
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Card.  Turkson 's  speech,  which  was  read  by  Alessio  Pecorario,

Official  of  the  Dicastery  and  Coordinator  of  the  Security  Task-

Force  of  the  Vatican  Commission  for  Covid-19.

At  f irst  -  said  the  Cardinal  -  I  would  l ike  to  support  the  call

against  nuclear  tests.  As  Pope  Francis  underlines,  «nuclear

weapons  are  a  global  problem,  affecting  all  nations,  and

impacting  future  generations  and  the  planet  that  is  our  home» .

And  Kazakh  history  shows  that  proliferation  is  not  a  one-way

street.  As  known,  after  hosting  more  than  1.400  Soviet  strategic

nuclear  warheads  on  i ts  territory,  Kazakhstan  has  become  a

leading  country  in  the  f ield  of  nuclear  disarmament  and

nonproliferation,  whose  greatest  result  is  maybe  the  creation  of

the  Nuclear  Weapon  Free  Zone  in  Central  Asia."

Then,  a  strong  call  against  the  so  called  doctrine  of  deterrence:

"How  can  we  speak  of  peace  even  as  we  build  terrifying  new

weapons  of  war?" ,  continued  Card.  Turkson,  remebering  the

words  of  the  Holy  Father.  That  is  why  "on  i ts  part,  our  Dicastery

intends  to  continue  i ts  dialogue  on  disarmament,  setting  i t

within  the  broader  context  of  integral  peacebuilding" .

Thirdly,  he  said,  "to  achieve  integral  disarmament,  i t  is  however

necessary  to  broke  the  whole  logic  of  deterrence,  being  i t

nuclear  or  conventional.  For  this  reason,  I  welcome  the  UN

Security  Council ’s  recent  endorsement  of  a  global  cease-f ire.

But  one  thing  is  to  call  or  endorse  a  cease-f ire  statement,

another  thing  is  to  implement  i t .  In  order  to  do  so,  we  need  to

freeze  weapons  production  and  dealing.  Thus,  the  Dicastery

would  l ike  to  reaffirm  i ts  strong  support  in  favor  of  the

#FREEZEWeapons  campaign"
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The  webinar  highlighted  the  role  of  the  Russell-Einstein  Manifesto  published  in

London  in  1955  which  highlighted  the  dangers  posed  by  nuclear  weapons  and

launched  the  anti-nuclear  Pugwash  movement.
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Vladimir  Shkolnik,  Chairman  of  the  Pugwash  Committee  of

Kazakhstan,  noted  the  need  to  attach  greater  importance  to  the

international  dialogue  on  nuclear  disarmament  in  order  to

stimulate  international  efforts  to  achieve  global  peace.

Peter  Jenkins,  Chairman  of  the  British  Pugwash  Group,

stressed  the  importance  of  nuclear  arms  control  and  the  need

for  collective  work  in  the  international  sphere  so  that  as  many

states  as  possible  embark  on  the  path  of  disarmament.

VLADIMIR SHKOLNIK,
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PETER JENKINS,
CHAIRMAN, BRITISH

PUGWASH GROUP

The  session  provided  an  opportunity  for  more  than  200  audiences  from  around

the  world  to  hear  the  views  of  officials  and  leading  experts  on  non-proliferation,

disarmament  and  international  cooperation,  as  well  as  to  join  a  Q&A  session  on

the  prospects  for  a  nuclear-weapons-free  world.

BEHIND THE SCENES

Members  of  the  SCRAP  Weapons  team  as  CISD,  SOAS  University  of  London,

and  Officials  of  The  Embassy  of  Kazakhstan  in  the  United  Kingdom,  teamed  up

to  organise,  publiscise  and  report  on  the  event.  On  the  day,  the  SCRAP  team

visited  the  Kazakh  Embassy,  where  the  event  was  launched  from.  Here  are  a

few  'behind  the  scenes '  photos  overleaf:



L  -  R  (above) ,  Azamat  Kairolda  (Counsellor,  Embassy  of  Kazakhstan) ,  Olamide  Samuel

(Coordinator,  SCRAP) ,  Anant  Saria  (Research  Manager,  SCRAP) ,  Rut  Einarsdottir  (Operations

Manager,  SCRAP) ,  Aigerim  Seisembayeva  (Press  Secretary,  Embassy  of  Kazakhstan) ,  Erlan

Idrissov  (Ambassador  of  Kazakhstan  to  the  UK) ,  Dan  Plesch  (Director,  CISD,  SOAS) 



SCRAP  is  a  hol ist ic  approach  to  global  disarmament  that  proposes

adopt ing  an  internat ional  legal ly  binding  agreement  for  general  and

complete  disarmament .  I t  draws  on  best  pract ices  of  past  agreements

to  expand  the  idea  of  what  is  possible  in  disarmament .

SCRAP  comes  f rom  the  in i t iat ive  of  students ,  alumni  and  staf f  at  the

Centre  for  Internat ional  Studies  and  Diplomacy  (CISD)  at  SOAS,

Universi ty  of  London,  and  is  act ively  supported  by  a  committee  of

academics  and  NGO  off ic ia ls  with  governmental  exper ience.  

I t  has  been  funded  by  the  Marmot  Trust ,  Polden  Puckham  and  Joseph

Rowntree.  SCRAP  has  working  relat ionships  with  the  Geneva  Centre

for  Securi ty  Pol icy  (GCSP) ,  OXFAM  Internat ional  and  many  others .
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o f  Arms  and  P ro l i f e r a t i on  (SCRAP )

SOAS  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  London  
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London  
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Phone :  020 -7898 -4322  
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